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Lab Write Up: Short Version

◼ A write up that addresses key information:

◼ Short Lab Report (SLR)- One-Four pages.

◼ Most labs will follow this format.

◼ Labs 1-8 (SLR) : One group member.

◼ Labs 9+ (Practicum): Written by all.

◼ Submit to google classroom.

◼ Best if typed using Word.

◼ Charts and Graphs made in Excel (pasted in).

◼ Saved as a .pdf (Last Name_Lab.pdf)



Checklist
□ Typed in Word/Excel preferred, GDoc/Gsheet acceptable

□ Title Page (Format, Text, Picture)

□ Purpose

□ Hypothesis

□ Variables

□ Procedure (May copy and paste: change anything we did differently)

□ Materials (Consumables)

□ Tools (Don’t Include Journal, Calculator, Pencil…)

□ Raw Data (Charts)

□ Final Data (Graphs)

□ Interpretation of Results Sentence (Include EA)

□ Error Analysis

□ Conclusion (Address all five parts)

□ Saved as a single pdf (Last Name_Description)



Procedures for Short Lab Reports

◼ First Page (Title page)

◼ Format: Center on Page

◼ Title of Lab

◼ Picture

◼ Class and Period

◼ Your Name

◼ Date

◼ From this point on a lab can not contain any 
names, or pronouns (I, we, our, your…).

◼ A lab is not about one person, science labs 
should be able to be repeated by anyone.



Procedures for Short Lab Reports

◼ Next Page and Beyond: Align Left

◼ Purpose: A sentence describing the focus of 
the experiment. (What will be solved)

◼ Hypothesis: Use an If…then…because 
format.

◼ Underline/Bold the words If, Then, Because.

◼ General Thought: If IV Then DV Because …

◼ Variables: 

◼ Independent (what are you changing)

◼ Dependent (what will change because of this)

◼ Control (variable(s) not changed)



SLR Procedures cont.

◼ Procedure: A numbered list of how to.

◼ Materials: A  bulleted list of materials.

◼ Must be separate from Tools.

◼ Tools: A bulleted list of tools to aid the lab.

◼ Must be separate from Materials.

◼ Data: Should be in tables.

◼ Qualitative: Be very descriptive.

◼ Before/After, Pictures, Formulas, …

◼ Highlight final results.

◼ Quantitative: Show math.



SLR Procedure: Charts and Tables

◼ All Carts and Tables need

◼ to be a quarter page or more in size.

◼ to be in a solid box with a descriptive title.

◼ Quantitative: Columns need consistent Sig Digs.

Metal Sample 1 Data

Mass (gram) Volume (cm3)

2.00 4.00

3.00 6.00

4.00 8.00

5.00 10.00



SLR Procedures cont.

◼ Interpretations of Results: Should be the following 
sentence: 

◼ Based on the data the hypothesis is 

◼ proven/not proven, true/not true…

◼ Error Analysis: For quantitative data only

|Measured Value - Accepted Value|

Accepted Ave

Accepted Value may be given by a teacher, 
found online, or calculated.

This is a Percentage. (ex: .15266 = 15.3%)



SLR Procedures cont.

◼ Conclusion: (Minimum Five Sentences)

◼ Restate the purpose in different words.

◼ Restate the validity of the hypothesis.

◼ Why do you think you were (un) successful.

◼ What could be done better next time.

◼ Finish with an open ended question.

Open ended question:

Change a variable for a new test: not number of tests.

Don’t answer the question

Ex (Accuracy Lab): Could accuracy be tested on 
cutting a piece of cheese to a set volume?



SLR Procedures: Grading

◼ Each member will participate in every lab (5 pts)

◼ You must be present on the day of the lab for 

these points (showing group work and safety).

◼ One member will write up the SLR: (50 pts)

◼ Each member completes one per cycle.

◼ Each member writes two per semester.

◼ After 8 labs final practicums will be given which 

every member must do. (25 pts)

◼ These are not full a SLR

◼ Know your schedule!!! If your going to be out of 

town/busy during a lab make sure its not your 

turn to write it up.


